
Grade VIII – Summer Work  
 
Students entering eighth grade in the fall are encouraged to work on math skills and required to read at least FIVE books over the summer. 
Students are expected to arrive to school in September ready to actively engage in discussions about these texts. 
Unless noted, families must either purchase or borrow their own copies of these books.  Audio book accompaniment is also acceptable for readers 
who benefit from it. 
 
Please note: The Grade VIII curriculum in English and social studies explores themes of social issues and human rights, and these book selections 
will help to deepen students’ readiness for the year. Because of these themes, some of these books include language or scenes that are considered 
racially or culturally charged (including violence, slurs, and swear words). All these books are appropriate for this age group, and teachers will 
structure class discussions about these topics in September. To strengthen the home-and-school connection, you are invited (but by no means 
required) to read these selections alongside your child. Most of all, please join us in promoting reading as a wonderful way to unplug, relax, and 
enjoy the summer. 
 

English 
1.  At least ONE choice from the VIII Summer Poetry List. 

Students should make mental note of poems which appeal to 

them in style or content. Select from the following list:  

Maya Angelou:  I Shall Not Be Moved  

Billy Collins:  

 Sailing Around the Room, New and Selected Poems   

Emily Dickinson: Poems by Emily Dickinson, Series One 

Langston Hughes: The Dream Keeper and Other Poems  

Naomi Shihab Nye:  

19 Varieties of Gazelle:  Poems of the Middle East 

Tupac Shakur The Rose That Grew From the Concrete 

 

2.  At least ONE choice from the VIII English Summer Novel 

List:  Students should make mental note of style, themes, and 

character development. Select from the following list: 

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo: 

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime  
      that Changed Their Lives by Dashka Slater 

Watch Us Rise by Renee Watson 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

 

 3. At least ONE choice from the VIII English Graphic Novel 

List.  Students should make metal note of the artistic style 

used in depicting these epic stories. Select from the following 

list: 

Beowulf by Gareth Hinds 

March (book 1)  by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin 

On a Sunbeam by Tillie Walden 

 

If you have any questions about reading or obtaining these 

English texts, contact Susan Bogue Myslik. 

 
Community Reading 

4.   ONE choice from the four Community Reading Books  

Students selected their book and were given a paper copy 

before summer. Students from all Upper Division grades will 

meet in book clubs to discuss in the fall. Questions? Please 

contact Alice Lucey  

Flying Lessons edited by Ellen Oh 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

Nowhere Boy by Katherine Marsh 

Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson 

Undefeated by Steve Sheinkin 

Social Studies 
5.   Students must read this text and also complete written 

work about this book. The assignment can be found HERE 

Warriors Don't Cry: A Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate 

Little Rock's Central High School by Melba Patillo Beals. The 

social studies department will provide students with a copy of 

this book. 

Questions? Please contact David Perry 

Math 
Just as students benefit from reading throughout the summer, 

regular practice with problem solving, computation, and math 

facts will maintain and strengthen the mathematical gains 

made during the school year. We recommend students 

practice the following skills to a level of proficiency to start 

Grade VIII math.  For students who would benefit from 

targeted skill practice, we recommend that families purchase 

the Spectrum Math Workbook. For students seeking more 

mixed skill review, we recommend Summer Math Skill 

Sharpener workbook. Please purchase the grade level your 

child just completed. Questions? Please contact Christy 

Keblusek. 
 

Stretch and Challenge 

For additional stretch and challenge, we recommend Problems 

of the Week on the MathCounts website, previous AMC8 

contest competitions and previous Purple Comet competitions 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0553354582/ref=ox_sc_sfl_title_2?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER
https://www.amazon.com/Sailing-Alone-Around-Room-Selected/dp/0375755195/ref=sr_1_12?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1492971486&sr=1-12&keywords=poems+billy+collins
https://www.amazon.com/Sailing-Alone-Around-Room-Selected/dp/0375755195/ref=sr_1_12?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1492971486&sr=1-12&keywords=poems+billy+collins
https://www.amazon.com/Poems-Emily-Dickinson-One-Illustrated/dp/1520854137/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1492970861&sr=8-6&keywords=dickinson+poems
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-Keeper-Other-Poems/dp/0679883479/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1492971331&sr=1-3&keywords=poems+langston+hughes
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-Keeper-Other-Poems/dp/0679883479/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1492971331&sr=1-3&keywords=poems+langston+hughes
https://www.amazon.com/19-Varieties-Gazelle-Poems-Middle/dp/0060504048/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3EZIHZI8MY3GY&keywords=naomi+shihab+nye+gazelle&qid=1558718610&s=gateway&sprefix=Naomi+sh%2Caps%2C253&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-That-Grew-Concrete/dp/0671028456/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+rose+that+grew+from+the+concrete&qid=1558718252&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Poet-X-Elizabeth-Acevedo/dp/0062662805/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+poet+X&qid=1558719275&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Poet-X-Elizabeth-Acevedo/dp/0062662805/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+poet+X&qid=1558719275&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Old-Man-Sea-Ernest-Hemingway/dp/0684801221/ref=sr_1_1?crid=4LUBA31TAYA7&keywords=the+old+man+and+the+sea&qid=1558719375&s=gateway&sprefix=the+old+man+%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/57-Bus-Story-Teenagers-Changed/dp/0374303231/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+57+Bus&qid=1558719148&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/57-Bus-Story-Teenagers-Changed/dp/0374303231/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+57+Bus&qid=1558719148&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Watch-Us-Rise-Ren%C3%A9e-Watson/dp/154760008X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Watch+us+rise&qid=1558719456&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209/ref=sr_1_3?crid=SGYPVZ7H2D6U&keywords=the+book+thief&qid=1558719071&s=gateway&sprefix=the+book+thief%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209/ref=sr_1_3?crid=SGYPVZ7H2D6U&keywords=the+book+thief&qid=1558719071&s=gateway&sprefix=the+book+thief%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Beowulf-Gareth-Hinds/dp/0763630233
https://www.amazon.com/March-Book-One-John-Lewis/dp/1603093001
https://www.amazon.com/Sunbeam-Tillie-Walden/dp/1250178134/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/135-5946993-0796934?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1250178134&pd_rd_r=dcda9460-411d-11e9-bae2-dd636a6268b1&pd_rd_w=Ru9fW&pd_rd_wg=7vefw&pf_rd_p=6725dbd6-9917-451d-beba-16af7874e407&pf_rd_r=ZJJRNPFTTWRNV9FEFHMB&psc=1&refRID=ZJJRNPFTTWRNV9FEFHMB
mailto:boguemysliks@parkschool.org
mailto:LuceyA@parkschool.org
https://docs.google.com/a/parkschool.org/document/d/1W0-RvsOS5qnq1QO6QRr3BeBj6XeoPwGWpd_n3ZDgv0o/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:perryd@parkchool.org
https://www.carsondellosa.com/search-catalog/?fq=subjects_string_mv-AND%7CMath;productdetail_string-AND%7CWorkbook;brand_string-AND%7CSpectrum
http://www.summerskills.com/summerskillsbooks/math_books
http://www.summerskills.com/summerskillsbooks/math_books
mailto:KeblusekC@parkschool.org
mailto:KeblusekC@parkschool.org
https://www.mathcounts.org/resources/problem-archive
https://www.mathcounts.org/resources/problem-archive
http://artofproblemsolving.com/wiki/index.php?title=AMC_8_Problems_and_Solutions
http://artofproblemsolving.com/wiki/index.php?title=AMC_8_Problems_and_Solutions
http://purplecomet.org/welcome/practice

